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President’s Comments—October 2025

By Keith O’Leary

Happy Fall! Thanks to Dan Walker for a
wonderful presentation and slideshow last
month from his 2024 journey with his
grandson down Route 66 from Chicago, IL
to Santa Monica, CA. Over 30 members
were in attendance that evening including
those who joined via Zoom.

Our Photo Exhibit reception at BAL on 9/13
was a success. Thanks to Sean and our
friends at BAL for organizing the 8x10
exhibit and reception. | heard many
positive remarks about the variety and
quality of all the photos on display last
month.

As mentioned in our September meeting,
we are still looking for a club secretary for
2026. My wife Christie has been serving as
our interim all year and will be stepping
down after this year. The responsibilities
of our secretary are as follows:

Record the minutes of Board Meetings and
publish to the Board for approval. The

Treasurer’s report shall be included within
or attached to the meeting minutes.

Record the minutes of any general Club
meetings in which any membership action
is taken and publish to the Board for
approval.

Maintain copies of all official Club records
(except Treasurer’s records).

Please let me know if you, or someone you
know, are interested in filling this vacancy
for us.

Well, it’s time to look for photos of a single
color for our October PhotoShow. Looking
forward to seeing your submissions. Stay
well and happy shooting!

Your President,

Keith O’Leary

APC ACTIVITIES - October 2025

e Club Meeting

October 20, 2025

PhotoShow "Color and Creativity"

OCTOBER 2025
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APC Board with Contact Info

President Keith O’Leary alamancephoto@gmail.com
VP/Programs John Reich johnreich017@gmail.com
Secretary Open

Treasurer George Siple georgesiple4775@gmail.com
PhotoShows David Hall apcphotoshow@gmail.com
Exhibits Sean Leahy photoexhibitapc@gmail.com
Field Trips Hugh Comfort apcfieldtrips@gmail.com
Membership Resi Forrest apcmembers2@gmail.com
Web Master Christie O’Leary  alamancephoto@gmail.com
Socials Mio Winkle apctabletalkers@gmail.com

Newsletter Ray Munns raymunns@bellsouth.net
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October & November PhotoShows — David Hall

We have two remaining PhotoShows in 2025 — October and November. The 2025 theme
has been using more creativity in your photography. These two shows give you an in-
creased opportunity to exhibit that creativity or getting out of our comfort zone(s). That
creativity could either be behind the lens, in the editing/post processing --- OR both. If you
prefer, neither --- it is all up to you.

The subject or theme for each PhotoShow is:

October — Color and Creativity
o Pick a single color and shoot anything of that color and/or photos of a subject
framed in some fashion by that color AND/OR
o Select a photo that has been edited in post and submit both the before and after
versions
= At the meeting each member will explain the edits or techniques used to
create their final edited version
= The object is not only to be a teaching moment but to spark some interest
in editing or give members some new ideas to try

November — One Season
o All photographs representative of one season
o Dean White will be our judge

The subjects for this year are ones that may present opportunities throughout the year,
not necessarily during any set time period. Of course, deciding on a season to photograph
would be the obvious exception.
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October 20th PhotoShow - “Color and Creativity”

This month’s PhotoShow theme is “Color and Creativity”. You may choose to submit
photos for one or both categories:

Color

e Select a single color and photograph subjects that highlight that color.
e The chosen color should be a predominant element in your image.

e You may also frame a subject with your selected color.
(See the September Newsletter for examples.)

AND/OR

Creativity
e Submit a photo that you have edited in post-processing along with the original
(before and after).
e At the meeting, each member will briefly explain the edits or techniques used to

create the final version.

The goal is to provide both a teaching opportunity and inspiration for members to ex-
plore new editing ideas.

Each member may submit up to 6 photos total — if you are submitting a before & after
that counts as one entry.

Submission Guidelines on next page
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Continued — October 20th PhotoShow - “Color and Creativity”

Submission Guidelines
Number of Entries: Up to 3 per member
Format: .jpg
File Naming: Use the following format:
o firstname.lastname_01.jpg

o firstname.lastname_02.jpg
Example: john.doe _01.jpg, john.doe_02.jpg, john.doe_03.jpg, etc.

File Size: 1-25 MB per image

Email: Send all images to apcphotoshow@gmail.com

Email Subject Line: “Photos for October PhotoShow — [Your Name]”

Example: Photos for October PhotoShow — John Doe

Submission Deadline: Thursday, October 16th

Please Note:

Submissions that do not follow these guidelines may be returned for correction.

If you have any issues with formatting or submission, email apcpho-
toshow@gmail.com for assistance.

If you don’t receive an acknowledgment within a few days (and certainly by the
deadline), please follow up.
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...@f.fme WEBMASTER NOTES

Our website: https://www.alamancephoto.com/ is a great way:

e To introduce potential members to the club.
e  To stay up to date on the club events.

Christie O’Leary—Webmaster

Fall 2025 Personal Field Trip to
Shallow Ford Natural Area

Shallow Ford Natural Area is a 190 acre natural area featuring approximately 5 miles of hik-
ing trails, paddle access to the Haw River, a Wildflower Meadow and Observation Deck,
picnic areas, and backcountry camping. It is part of the Haw River Trail/Mountains-to-Sea
Trail (HRT/MST). The park was built near the historic river crossing known as Shallow Ford,
which rose to prominence in the 18th and 19th centuries as the most popular ford in
Northern Alamance County. The park is named in remembrance of the crossing and the
travelers who used it. It is located at 1955 Gerringer Mill Road, Elon, NC 27244. More in-
formation can be found at its website: https://parks.alamancecountync.gov/outdoors-2/
hrt/shallow-ford-natural-area/sfna-activities/

Photos for this personal field trip may be taken anytime from October 1 — November 30,
2025; note the shortened period. This is so that these photos can be included in the year-
end review at the annual Christmas Party. This could be an opportunity to prepare for the
November PhotoShow, if you choose the fall season. Instructions for submission of photos
will be provided later by email.

Hugh Comfort
Field Trip Coordinator
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APC Mgmbership Corngr

October, 2025

Alamance Photo Club (APC) welcomes photographers at all levels. We provide different
opportunities for members to find something of interest that relates to their style of
photography.

All guests are welcome, so please continue to invite family, friends, and community
members to our meetings. Joining now is a fantastic opportunity for potential new
members to take advantage of getting 1-3 months free October through December with
the price of full membership for the following year, which is $42 individual, $62 family &
$15 for students. Remember, as a potential member, you are free to attend up to two
monthly meetings before deciding to join. You can join online or by paying (cash, check, or
card) at our monthly meeting.

Current members remember to complete the member bio questionnaire so that you can
be featured in one of the Newsletters. This is a fun way to learn about our shared
interests.

**¥** See the monthly Newsletter calendar for meetings and upcoming events, ****

Resi Forrest — Membership Chair
apcmembers2@gmail.com

Exposure
Triangle

100 200 400 800 1600 6400

Low Noise High Noise

ISO
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APC Trading Post

Submit brief descriptions of photography items you would like to sell, swap or
purchase to Ray Munns (raymunns@bellsouth.net) no later than the 20™ of
each month. Please include your name, contact info (phone and/or email) and
if each item is for sale or something you are looking to purchase. Also notify
Ray when items should be removed from the newsletter.

DJI Mavic Air 2 Drone

Includes drone, controller, 3 batteries,
ND filters and charging cables. Price $550.

Contact Sam Lynch 336-263-9134.
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The following two items are for sale:
(1) Impact Heavy-Duty Air Cushioned Light Stand

(2) Impact Telescopic Collapsible Reflector Holder
Never used, like new. Both items offered together for $50 or best offer.

Contact George Siple at: georgesiple4775@gmail.com
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For sale:
Fuji 16mm f2.8 wide angle lens.

Contact Dick Schenck at: rsfstop31@icloud.com
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APC Trading Post - cont.

For sale: a Canon EOS R8 camera (bought in 2024) that comes with a 24 - 50
mm lens, a 128 GB card from SanDisk, Canon battery and charger. Also, a non-
Canon carrying case. It is in good shape.

Asking $1,000 —- B&H photo sells this model for $1300 and up. eBay’s prices
start at $1,000 for body only and go up from there.

Contact Stephan Kiefer at: stephankiefer@mac.com

complementary

rMMIS TOr0o0
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How to Establish Your Photographic Style

By Geordie Parkin

OK, you’ve bought all the right camera equipment. You have three camera bodies, 10
lenses, a stack of lighting gear, and all the filters and attachments you can think of. You’ve
read the manual and gained some experience in taking different types of shots, but you’re
still not happy with your results. You’ve even copied other people’s styles but they’re just
good photos and they look the same as everyone else’s. They don’t stand out and nobody
would instantly recognize them as yours. In other words, you have no distinct photograph-
ic style. What is photographic style and how do you establish your photographic style?

Photo captured by Tom Sodoge; I1SO 800, f/3.5, 1/160s

Photographic style is not a destination, it’s the journey itself. You don’t suddenly develop
style. It’s the result of your experiences, an extension of who you are and how you see the
world. It’'s what you evoke in people viewing your work that makes you unique. Photo-
graphic style is not copying someone else’s style, but it’s about making your photography
an extension of yourself. In other words, don’t just copy the masters, try to be one!
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How to Establish Your Photographic Style . . . Continued

e How do you go about developing a personal style?

e Discover what you’re passionate about. It’s easy to see which photographers are pas-
sionate about their work because it shows in many images they capture.

e Enjoy your photography for the same reason. It will shine through.

e Try new and different things to photograph subjects that challenge you. Every new chal-

lenge adds more skills and more experiences.

e Don’t be afraid to fail by taking bad photographs. Overcoming failures by taking better
photographs only makes you a better photographer.

e Assign yourself projects that you have not attempted before, especially those assign-

ments that you’ve never seen done by others before.
e Be free to express yourself. Ignore the set rules. (Set by whom?)

e Be inspired. Attend workshops and seminars. Look at photography blogs, magazines

and books.

e Act as your own critic. Look at your own collection of shots and ask yourself how they

could be improved. Is your work exciting to you or just another bird photo?

e Share your work with your friends and family, or go one stage further and sign up with
photo web forums. Attend local meet up groups. Treat all negative feedback as a means
to learn. Treat positive feedback as being on the right track.

Photo captured by Josh Hild; 1ISO 1600, /4.0, 1/15s
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How to Establish Your Photographic Style . . . Continued

e Take a camera wherever you go. That one perfect shot is waiting to be captured by you.
e Specialize on particular genre of photography, but do it differently.

e Decide on a medium. Do you want to photograph in black and white only? HDR imag-
es? Pick one and be consistent — and | mean 90 percent of the time. There’s nothing
worse that browsing through someone’s portfolio to see color, black and white, and
some HDR. It cries out that you haven’t developed a style yet.

e Try to describe your style to others. Do you capture the moment, freeze action, tell a
story or do you aspire to being a photo journalist? This will help to define your style by
telling others.

Eventually, you will come to realize what your style really is. One word of caution: don’t
over-process your images. Keep it simple and your work will stand the test of time.

PICTUREC@®RRECT
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography

By Lynsey Mattingly

Struggling to capture top-notch photos of people? You’'re not alone.

People photography can be hard. Posing, keeping the subject relaxed, choosing the right
settings — it’s enough to make anyone’s brain hurt! Fortunately, I'm a veteran portrait
shooter, and in this article, | share my absolute best tips for how to photograph people like

a pro.
Below, you’ll discover:

e How to pick the perfect camera settings

e An easy way to jumpstart your compositions

e How to get people photos that look genuine

e Much more!

Ready to level up your people photography skills? Then let’s do this!

1. Be realistic

If you're just starting out photographing people, don’t expect too much of yourself or over
-promise your abilities.

As long as you’re knowledgeable about camera settings, lighting, composition/posing, and
editing, you’ll get some good images, and your clients will likely be pleased. But don’t
claim that you’ll be able to produce dozens of high-quality shots; if you do, you risk frus-
trating your clients instead.

And if you have absolutely zero practice photographing in
a certain situation, tell your client. If you’ve been asked to
shoot a wedding, for instance, explain your lack of experi-
ence — just in case things go sideways. If you’re doing a
family session but you’ve never worked with young kids,
be honest.

If your client is a good fit, they’ll understand and will be forgiving of any mishaps during
the session. (On the other hand, if your client isn’t pleased, perhaps they’d be better off
with someone more experienced!)
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography . .. Continued

2. Simplify everything

When you're just starting out with people photography, you may be tempted to use so-
phisticated poses, add lots of props, go crazy with lighting patterns, and so on. It’s what
the pros do, right?

But here’s the truth:

You can produce stunning shots of people without making things overly complex. And if
you add in too much complexity, you risk losing control over the session, which is never a
good thing.

So do yourself a favor and keep things simple. Look for flat, one-color backgrounds that’ll
make your subject stand out. Memorize a handful of basic poses (and carry pictures for
reference on your phone as a backup). Shoot with natural light during the golden hours.
And test out a handful of settings beforehand so you know exactly what to do in the heat
of the moment. (For specific settings recommendations, see my next tip!)

Also, make sure you position your subjects in front of simple scenes. Avoid horizon lines
that run through your subjects’ heads, avoid street signs sprouting out of bodies, and
avoid eye-catching splashes of color that’ll only serve to distract the viewer.
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography . .. Continued

3. Use the right people photography settings

If you want to capture well-exposed, detailed images of people, then you need to get your
settings right. Unfortunately, there’s no array of best settings that you can use for con-
sistent results — the perfect settings always depend on the situation — but | do have some

recommendations:

e Work in Aperture Priority mode, which will let you dial in your de-
sired aperture and ISO while your camera chooses the perfect shutter speed (for a
good exposure). It's the camera mode that many portrait photographers use, and it’ll
offer control over key settings while also automating the exposure process.

e If you're photographing one or two people, a wide aperture is a good call — at f/2.2, for
instance, you can keep the eyes and face in focus while creating a beautifully blurry
background. If you’re photographing groups of three or more, I'd recommend narrow-
ing the aperture to at least f/2.8 (and you may need to narrow the aperture further de-
pending on the situation).

e If you're using natural light, dial in the lowest ISO you can afford. If you’re working in
bright light, ISO 100 is a good starting point; if you’re working in the shade or in the late
evening, 1ISO 400 is an option; and if you’re shooting indoors, you may need to boost
your I1SO to 800 and beyond.

e If you're using strong artificial light (such as flashes or studio strobes), set your ISO to
100 and forget about it.

e Shoot in RAW,; this will give you extra wiggle room when editing (though RAW photos
will take up more space, so be sure to bring plenty of memory cards!).

Let your camera choose the shutter speed (using Aperture Priori-
ty), but pay attention to its value. If the shutter speed drops be-
low 1/200s or so, consider boosting the ISO or widening the aper-
ture to force the shutter speed upward and to improve sharp-

ness.

If you’re used to working on Auto mode, spend some time prac-
ticing with these settings before the big day. You don’t want to
miss a shot because you’re busy fiddling with your camera, right?
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography . .. Continued

4. Shoot from your subject’s eye level or higher
If you photograph people from below, the results will be very unflattering and your sub-
jects won’t be pleased.

Instead, for the best, most flattering setup, shoot from your subject’s eye level or above.
An eye-level angle will prevent any perspective distortion, and it’ll create an intimate con-
nection between the subject and the viewer.

And if you shoot from above, you can subtly slim down the subject while emphasizing their
eyes and face. I’'m a fan of the higher angle, so | often have people kneel down and look up
at me while | remain standing.

I’d also encourage you to shoot from off to one side, not straight on. Straight images look
static and boring while angled images are much more interesting. You might also ask your
subject to twist at the waist, shoulders, or neck to add a bit of extra dynamism.
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography . .. Continued

5. Help the subject relax
The best people photos look natural. Sure, they might be posed, but the subject’s expres-
sion and demeanor should seem casual and relaxed.

But how do you make sure your subject feels relaxed?

It starts with conversation. Whenever you start a new session or approach a new subject,
you shouldn’t just dive in with your camera. First, spend some time talking about non-
photographic things: the weather, the weekend, interests, etc.

And once you start shooting, don’t work in silence. Keep the conversation going! That way,
your subject stays relaxed, and you’ll get plenty of natural-looking photos.

Make sure you project confidence, no matter your

o

actual comfort levels. If you seem confident, your
subject will be confident.

And if your subject is looking very stiff, give them
something to do or a prop to hold. It’ll take their
mind off your camera (and your pictures will im-

prove).

6. Do some post-processing (but not too much!)
Editing programs like Lightroom and Photoshop are very powerful. And if you’re shooting
in RAW, they should become an essential part of your workflow.

Once you’ve finished a session or event, import all
your files into your favorite post-processing software.
Then go through and pick out the best images for ed-
iting.

Next, make some basic adjustments. Fix the white bal-
ance, correct the exposure, and consider adding a bit
of contrast and saturation for extra pop. If the compo-
sition feels off, don’t be afraid to crop (though don’t
crop too heavily — otherwise, you'll lose pixels and im-

age quality will suffer).
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7 Easy Tips for Amazing People Photography . .. Continued

Finally, if your subject has any blemishes, you might try removing them. This is a personal
decision, however, and will depend on both you and your subject.

One warning: Don’t go overboard with your editing. If you’re just starting out, the idea of
playing around with editing tools might seem fun — but it’s very easy to ruin images by
over sharpening, adding too much saturation, swapping colors, and so on.

| encourage extensive restraint when editing photos of people. If you’re not sure whether
you’ve taken an image too far, check the Before and After view, and err on the side of cau-
tion. Got it?

7. Don’t try to turn a photoshoot into something it’s not

If you’re a fan of photography that involves elaborate setups, expensive wardrobes, dra-
matic lighting, and professional models, then you might be tempted to capture images
that look like they belong in fashion magazines — even if you're doing a simple event
or family portrait session.

That’s a mistake. It’s important to always tailor your photos to the client’s needs and inter-
ests. Make sure the photos fit the purpose!

If you're doing a family session, keep the wardrobe, lighting, and poses simple, no matter
your skill level. And if you’re photographing an event, look to capture candid moments;
don’t pose your subjects to infinity.

Of course, if you get hired to capture fashion models, or if you schedule a fashion pho-
toshoot on your own time, then go wild! Do plenty of styling, spend time on the wardrobe,
and include sophisticated poses. Just make sure that you and your client/model are on the
same page!

How to photograph people: final words
Well, there you have it:

Simple tips for capturing excellent images of people, no matter your skill level.
Hopefully, the next time you pick up your camera, you’ll feel a lot more confident!
Digital

(R Photography
School
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Waterfall Photography Debate
Fast vs. Slow Shutter

Waterfall photography is a genre that captivates many with its ethereal beauty and dy-
namic compositions. One of the age-old debates within this realm is whether to use fast or
slow shutter speeds when capturing waterfalls. Both approaches have their merits and can
produce breathtaking results. Here, we'll dive deep into the argument, exploring the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of each method.

1. Fast Shutter Speeds: Freezing the Action
Using a fast shutter speed means that the camera's sensor is exposed to light for a very
brief period.

Advantages
e Detail Capture: A fast shutter can freeze every droplet, allowing for a detailed cap-
ture of the water's texture and movement.

e Reality Reflection: This method offers a more "realistic" portrayal of the scene as our
eyes see it.

e Safety: In certain lighting conditions, a fast shutter speed might prevent overexpo-
sure.

Disadvantages

e Potential for Flatness: If not executed well, the photograph can feel lifeless or static,
lacking the inherent motion and energy of a waterfall.

e Higher ISO Requirement: To compensate for the reduced light from the fast shutter,
you might need to increase the ISO, which could introduce noise to the photo.
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Waterfall Photography Debate: Fast vs. Slow Shutter . . . Continued

2. Slow Shutter Speeds: Creating a Silky Effect
When photographers use slow shutter speeds for waterfalls, the camera sensor is exposed
to light for an extended period, often necessitating the use of a tripod to prevent camera

shake.
Advantages
e Ethereal Feel: The prolonged exposure creates a milky or silky effect in the moving
water, often evoking a dreamy, surreal atmosphere.
e Enhanced Mood: This method can amplify the mood, whether it's tranquil, majestic,
or mysterious.
e Low ISO: With a slower shutter, there's more light hitting the sensor, allowing pho-
tographers to use a lower ISO, potentially yielding cleaner shots.
Disadvantages

Loss of Texture: The slow shutter speed might smooth out interesting textures and

details in the water.

Risk of Overexposure: Especially in bright conditions, there's a risk of overexposing
parts of the photo, which can lose details in the highlights.

Need for Stability: Achieving a sharp photo with a slow shutter speed almost always

requires a tripod or stabilizing equipment.
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Waterfall Photography Debate: Fast vs. Slow Shutter . . . Continued

Striking a Balance
Instead of staunchly adhering to one method, many photographers adopt a balanced ap-

proach. Here are some tips:

e Evaluate the Scene: The nature of the waterfall, its surroundings, and the lighting

conditions should guide your decision.

e Bracketing: Try capturing multiple shots at varying shutter speeds and choose the

best later or blend them in post-production.

e Use ND Filters: Neutral Density (ND) filters allow for slower shutter speeds even in

bright conditions by reducing the amount of light entering the lens.

Conclusion
While the debate between fast and slow shutter speeds for waterfall photography contin-
ues, what's undeniable is the beauty of the subject. Both methods have their place, and

the choice often comes down to personal preference and the story one wishes to convey.

DICTUREC@RRECT
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