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Well spring is finally here.  A time 

for new beginnings.  Flowers and 

trees are starting to bloom.  Our 

first in-person meeting last month at 

First Baptist Church was awesome. 

I think that venue is going to work 

really well for us.  It appears the 

pandemic is finally fading and we can 

start getting back to some semblance 

of normalcy!  

I hope to see you at our field trip 

this month at Duke Gardens.  Please 

join us if you can.  Stay well and Hap-

py Shooting! 

President’s Comments—April 2022 

By Keith O’Leary 
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March  21st  PhotoShow 

3rd Place — Ed Quinn 
2nd Place — Don Myles 

HM 1 — David Hall 

HM 3 — Hugh Comfort 

HM 2 — Nancy Jacobus 
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April 18 th Program  

“Colorado In The Fall” 

Program Leader - Bob Finley  

Biography—Bob Finley, a native of Burling-

ton, NC, is an ‘enthusiastic amateur’ pho-

tographer who enjoys nature’s beauty in all 

its forms, especially landscapes, flowers and 

animals. Photography has been a hobby 

since 1962 and he thinks the most im-

portant button on a digital camera is the 

‘delete’ button. Travel has provided many 

opportunities to indulge his hobby. “Beauty 

is a trophy, to be captured and shared.” 

Alamance Photography Club 
to Exhibit at 

Alamance Arts 

The Alamance Photography Club will have an exhibition of members’ photography 
from September 6, 2022 – October 15, 2022 at Alamance Arts in Graham.  Members 
are invited to exhibit two (2) to three (3) works each.  These will be on display in the 
Sun Trust Gallery with an opening reception to be announced at a later time for the 
artists, family and friends. 

If you are interested in participating in this exciting event for APC, please contact 
Dianne Sellers at 336-253-5867 or taikijorsel@gmail.com.  She will provide you with 
the written guidelines of expectations of the artists and responsibilities of Alamance 
Arts. 

The Board of Directors is excited to be recognized by Alamance Arts and we appre-
ciate this opportunity to share the works of our members with the public, not only in 
Alamance County, but to the many visitors who pass through the doors of Alamance 
Arts. 

mailto:taikijorsel@gmail.com
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Webmaster Notes 

 

The APC Website Gallery opens for new photos! 

Members can begin sending photos to alamancephoto@gmail.com for the gallery.  Each member who 

submits photographs will have a personal slideshow on the website. 

If you have photos in the gallery now, you are welcome to submit new images to replace the existing 

ones.   

After submission, I will send a confirmation email.  If you have NOT received a confirmation email within 

a WEEK, please let us know at alamancephoto@gmail.com  

We encourage ALL members to submit photographs for the club’s website gallery and would like to see 

EVERYONE represented! 

Submission Details 

Number of photos:  no more than 20 

Size of each photo:  1 to 2 MB preferred.  Max. size 10 MB 

Format:  .jpg 

File naming:   

Please rename your photo submissions in the following format: 

Firstname.lastname_01 or_20 (per order you want them to be shown in your slideshow) 

For example:  john.doe_01.jpg     john.doe_20.jpg 

 

Your ‘01’ photo will be used as the thumbnail on the Gallery Page.   

Email: 

Email Address:  Send all photos to alamancephoto@gmail.com 

Email Subject Line:  Please include gallery photos and your name 

For example:  Gallery photos - John Doe 

Entry Deadline:  April 30th, 2022   

Please Note: 

Any submissions that do not adhere to the guidelines above may be returned. 

Looking forward to the 2022 gallery, 

 

Christie O'Leary 
Webmaster 

mailto:alamancephoto@gmail.com
mailto:alamancephoto@gmail.com
mailto:alamancephoto@gmail.com
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Membership Corner 
Len Barnard  336-270-3194 

APC LUNCH BUNCH 

I am very pleased with the attendance we had at our March 3rd Lunch Bunch. 

We’re growing!  We met at South Bound Restaurant here in Burlington in the 

Correct Time Plaza.  It is pure social, no planned programs.  Just a friendly con-

versation as you eat—even from table to table.  We have their private dining 

room reserved for the 1st Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Just come, place your order (pay for it), and join us in their private dinning room. 

Hope to see you on April 7th at noon!  

Questions — Call Len at 336-270-3194 

**************** 

New Members 

What a great way to start our first face to face meeting for 2022.  We have three nice ladies as 

new Members that joined Monday night, Nancy Apple, Cheryl Curley and Lecia Booe!  In the 

short time that I got to talk with them, I saw a lot of enthusiasm and also some great pictures 

that were on their phones.  Also, from what I understand, they have already signed up for our 

Spring Field Trip to Duke Gardens.  So please say “HI” when you see them and make them 

feel at home. 

10 Years 
As with most men we forget those special 

dates-like anniversaries.  Well this past January 

2022 we celebrated 10 years.  We survived the 

Pandemic that restricted/limited our face to 

face meetings but here we are—still  

Going and Growing!   
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Field Trips 

APC 2022 Spring Field Trip 

Our first in-person field trip after our long, two-year hiatus will be to the Duke Gardens in 

Durham, NC on Saturday, April 9, with a rain date of April 23. The street address is 420 

Anderson St., Durham, NC, 27708. More than 400,000 visitors from all over the world 

visit Sarah P. Duke Gardens annually, enjoying its 55 acres of specialized gardens in the 

heart of Duke University. The Gardens are open from 8 a.m. to dusk 365 days a year. Ad-

mission is free, but parking is not; parking everywhere near the Garden is $2.00 per hour 

and the available parking is limited (so carpooling is encouraged). Detailed maps of the 

Gardens are available in the Doris Duke Center. You will also want to check out the website 

at https://gardens.duke.edu/about for much more detailed information about the Gardens 

and parking. Of particular importance are the photography policies (https://

gardens.duke.edu/rentals/photo-policies). Note: in the context of those policies, we will 

not need to register or pay any fees, since we will be arriving and photographing basically 

as individuals. 

From discussion with Garden personnel, the Gardens become very popular with the arrival 

of spring, particularly on Saturdays. They recommend arriving early (when lighting is better 

anyway), as more people will be arriving later in the day and parking can become problem-

atic in the afternoon. Len and Carole Bernard will be hosting a lunch gathering at Grub 

Durham at 1200 West Chapel Hill Street (https://grubdurham.com/menus) at 11:30 AM. 

They will need a headcount of those planning to join the lunch. There was a sign-up sheet 

for the field trip and the lunch at our PhotoShow meeting on Monday, March 21, 2022. If 

you intend to participate, but were unable to sign up at the meeting, please email or call 

Hugh Comfort (comfortrh@gmail.com, Ph 336-350-9241), so that I can notify you in case 

weather forces a last-minute postponement. 

If you have a GPS, use the address above. Brief driving directions are: 

- Take I 85 east to exit 15B. 

- Turn right onto Fulton St. 

- It ends at Erwin Drive; turn left onto Erwin. 

- Then turn right onto Anderson St., which leads to the Garden entrance on the right. 

We hope you will all want to participate and celebrate the arrival of SPRING! 

https://gardens.duke.edu/about%20
https://gardens.duke.edu/rentals/photo-policies
https://gardens.duke.edu/rentals/photo-policies
https://grubdurham.com/menus
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Field Trip Photo Submission Details  

Number of Entries:  
One (1) to five (5) entries per member. Please indicate your preferred photo with the number 01, etc.  

Size:  
Due to the number of photos for this event, we ask, if you are able, to resize your photos to 1-2 MB if 
possible, but nevertheless not to exceed 20 MB.  

Format:  
.jpg  

File Naming:  
Please rename your photo submissions using the following format:  

FirstName.LastName_nn, where nn is the number (01-05) indicating preference where lower numbers 
are more preferred than higher numbers.  

 Example: john.doe_01.jpg   john.doe_02.jpg  

Email:  
Note: This is a new address, which will be used for this and all future field trips. 

Email Address: Send all images to apcfieldtrips@gmail.com 

 Example: Photos for Duke Gardens Field Trip – John Doe 

Entry Deadline: 30 days after the field trip: Monday, May 9, 2022. 

A link to view all submissions will be emailed to members by Tuesday evening, May 10, 2022. 

Please Note: 
Photos not taken on Saturday, April 9, are subject to rejection as this is the day of the field trip. 

Alamance Photography Club Exhibit 

Photo Exhibit at Burlington Artists League (BAL) in Holly Hill Mall 

June 1st thru June 30th  
 

Drop off work on or before May 28th  
Pick up after June 30th 

Reception Date & Time TBD 

*** More details in May Newsletter *** 

mailto:apcfieldtrips@gmail.com


 

Alamance Photography Club Page 9 of 30 April 2022 

Dick Schenck’s Recent Trip to Egypt 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for 
Gorgeous Results 

By Anne McKinnell 

Are you looking to capture stunning flower photography? You’ve come to the right place! 

In this article, I’m going to take you through plenty of tips and tricks for gorgeous flower 

shots. Specifically, I’ll explain: 

 The best light for flower photography 

 A simple way to create a beautiful soft-focus effect 

 My secret for amazing foregrounds 

 Much more! 

So if you’re ready to improve your photos, then let’s get started. 

1. Photograph flowers on an overcast day 
Did you know that overcast skies are perfect for photographing flowers? 

It’s true. The soft light of an overcast day complements the delicate petals – plus, there are 

no shadows and no harsh bright spots, so you can get a nice, even exposure.  

You need to be careful, however. Toward the beginning and end of a cloudy day, the light 

gets pretty limited, which leads to unwanted blur (especially when shooting at high magni-

fications). So aim to photograph at midday, then pack up before the sky gets too dark. 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for Gorgeous Results . . . Continued 

2. Backlight will make your flowers glow 
As you learned in the previous section, clouds are great for flower photography. But what 

about clear days? Can you shoot when the sky is bright and cloudless? Absolutely!  

You see, another type of light that is excellent for flower photography is  backlight. You get 

nice backlight when the sun is directly in front of you, lighting your flower from behind. 

 

 

Because petals are translucent, backlight makes 

flowers glow, like this. 

 

 

Try to photograph late in the day when the sun is close to the horizon; that way, the back-

light will hit your flower petals directly, plus it’ll cast a nice, warm light over the rest of 

your image. (You might even be able to catch some rays of light filtering through the 

trees!) 

3. Watch out for wind 
When photographing flowers, wind is your enemy. It’ll blow your subjects in every direc-

tion, which makes it annoyingly difficult to focus (and if you’re shooting with a slow shutter 

speed, it’ll introduce plenty of blur). 

The easiest way to avoid wind? Do your photography early in the morning when the 

weather is still calm. And a little wind is manageable; just bring a piece of cardboard or a 

reflector, then hold it up next to your flower. If you prefer not to get up early, or if you 

need to take photos on a windy day, you do have a second option.  

 

Bring your flowers inside. You don’t need a complex 

studio setup to get beautiful shots indoors – just put 

the flowers near a window and find a solid backdrop 

to set behind them. I photographed this flower by 

taking it inside and placing it in front of a white 

sheet. 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for Gorgeous Results . . . Continued 

4. Get closer 
Here’s one of the easiest ways to create stunning, unique flower photos: 

Get as close as you can. 

You can do this a number of ways: 

First, you can use a telephoto lens and zoom in on the flower. You’ll want to pay attention 

to the minimum focusing distance (MFD) of the lens because some lenses just can’t focus 

especially close. (The MFD is usually marked on the outside of the lens, though you can al-

so look it up online.) 

If you’re lucky, your telephoto lens will focus close, and you can use it for beautiful flower 

shots. But what if you can’t get as close as you’d like? 

You have a couple of choices. You can use extension tubes, which mount on your camera 

and let the lens focus closer. Or you can use a close-up filter, which attaches to the end of 

your lens and works like a magnifying glass. 

 

 

 

Honestly, both of these options come with 

pretty significant drawbacks; extension tubes 

are inconvenient, while close-up filters reduce 

image quality. Sure, they work, and if you’re just 

getting started with flower photography, either 

method will help you take interesting close-up 

shots. But if you want to really improve your im-

ages, I’d recommend a dedicated  macro lens, 

which will let you capture intimate images with-

out the need for accessories. 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for Gorgeous Results . . . Continued 

5. Use a reflector 
Here’s a quick tip: 

Shaded flowers can make for some stunning photos (especially when you combine a shad-

ed subject and a well-lit background!). 

But you’ll need to keep your flower relatively bright. So if your subject is in the shade, use 

a reflector to bounce some light (this will also make your flower more vibrant!). 

6. Avoid a cluttered background 
Here’s another quick piece of advice: 

In flower photography, the background can make or break the image. A uniform back-

ground can look great – whereas a cluttered, distracting background will draw the eye and 

prevent the viewer from appreciating your main subject. 

Before you hit the shutter button, ask yourself: 

Does my background complement the flower? Or does it distract? 

And if it does distract, try to change your position until the distractions are gone, and 

you’re left with nothing but a beautiful wash of color. 

7. Use a shallow depth of field 
Shallow depth of field flower photos can look great – but what is a shallow depth of field, 

and how do you achieve it? 

 

 

A shallow depth of field features only a sliver 

of sharpness. So the flower stays sharp, but 

the background is blurred, like this. 

 

 

To get a shallow depth of field, make sure to use a wide aperture (i.e., a low f-number) 

such as f/2.8 or f/4. And get as close as you can to your subject while also increasing the 

distance between the subject and the background. 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for Gorgeous Results . . . Continued 

8. Keep a part of your flower sharp 
A shallow depth of field effect is great – but you’ll still need to keep at least part of the 

flower sharp so that your viewer’s eye has an anchor point. 

So do what’s necessary to get a crisp image. If you’re shooting in good light, raise your 

shutter speed and focus carefully. If you’re shooting in poor light, use a tripod and a re-

mote release to avoid camera shake. 

Remember: Even if there doesn’t seem to be wind, flowers always move a little. So if your 

flower isn’t sharp, try raising the shutter speed a stop or two. 

Finally, check your focus. If necessary, focus manually. Make sure you’ve nailed the most 

important parts of the flower, such as the petals and the flower center.  

9. Change your point of view 
If you’re after unique flower photos, don’t just take a standard shot. Instead, move around 

and try some different angles and focal lengths. 

For instance, shoot the flower from behind or from below to capture an interesting point 

of view. You might also try shooting down from above, getting unusually up close and per-

sonal, or zooming out for a wider environmental image. 
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10 Flower Photography Tips for Gorgeous Results . . . Continued 

10. Focus through another flower 
“Focusing through” is a popular technique among professional flower photographers, and 

for good reason. 

 

 

 

 

It looks really, really cool, especially when you get a lot of 

colorful foreground blur like this. 

 

 

 

 

But how can you create such a compelling image? How do you get a nice foreground blur?  

You simply find a flower you want to photograph, then adjust your position un-

til another flower sits between the lens and the flower. (The closer the foreground flower 

is to the lens, the better the look.) 

Ultimately, the secondary flower will become a blur of color, and your final image will have 

a more professional feel. 

Tips to improve your flower photography: conclusion 
Well, there you have it. 

10 easy tips to take your flower photos to the next level. 

Hopefully, at least one or two of the tips speaks to you – and you feel inspired to get out 

and start shooting!  
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Tips for Beautiful 
Smartphone Landscape Photography 

By Rick Ohnsman 

You’ve likely heard this before: The best camera is the one you have with you. Trite, but ab-

solutely true. The high-end DSLR or mirrorless camera you might own is totally worthless if 

it’s sitting in your car, your hotel room, or your home when a great photo opportunity pre-

sents itself. 

On the other hand, we almost always have a smartphone on hand, and their photo capa-

bilities continue to improve by leaps and bounds. So if you want to  capture stunning land-

scapes, why not learn to take better photos with the camera you always have with you? 

Why not learn to do smartphone landscape photography? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My current Android smartphone (an LG V30 H931) may not have the best camera, but it’s 

often the best camera I have with me, and that’s what counts. All the photos in this article 

are smartphone images, often made on my V30. 

More than a few times, I’ve chatted with talented photographers who scoff at the idea of 

serious photography with a smartphone. Knowing I shoot both phone and dedicated cam-

era images, they sometimes admire an image I’ve made, but then ask, “Did you take that 

with your real camera?” 

My “real camera?” Why do some think a smartphone camera isn’t real, or that a person 

that shoots with one isn’t a real photographer? 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

I would argue that if you make a nice image, it doesn’t matter what you use to make it. Has 

anyone ever looked at a da Vinci painting and asked whether he painted it with a real 

brush? 

This truly is “drive-by shooting” as I snapped it out the car window while racing down the 

road. My DSLR was still stashed in my backpack. 

The fact is that most modern smartphone cameras have far better specs than DSLRs from a 

decade ago. Sure, certain factors favor DSLRs, such as the greater control, the ability to use 

interchangeable lenses, and the larger sensor size. But the idea that you can’t make great 

images with a smartphone camera? Hogwash, I say! 

So let’s give you 10 tips on how you can get better images when doing smartphone land-

scape photography. 

 

I’ve photographed this windmill be-

fore, so upon witnessing the sunset 

while driving home, I raced for the 

spot with the only camera I had 

with me: my smartphone. 

 

 

1. Make photographs, don’t take snapshots 

To be a better photographer, you must move beyond the idea that you “take” a photo. An-

sel Adams said it succinctly: 

“You don’t take a photograph, you make it.” 

What’s the difference? The idea is that you think about what you’re trying to communicate 

with your photo, then do everything you can to include that, and only that, in your shot. 

Another way to put it: Snapshots are taken by people who just point and click. Photo-

graphs are made by artists who give thought to the image they are creating. 

Ultimately, it doesn’t matter what instrument you use, smartphone or high-end digital 

camera. What counts is the thought you put into your work. You generally won’t need to 

make a landscape photograph in a hurry, so slow down and think about what you’re doing. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

If you only take one tip from this article, make sure it’s this one—Make photographs, don’t 

take snapshots. Your smartphone landscape photography will be far ahead of the rest of 

the happy snappers who just point and shoot. 

 

I’d driven past this location many 

times and had already visualized 

the image in my head. So one 

day, I just had to stop, pull out my 

smartphone, and record the pho-

to. 

 

 

2. Compose, then expose 

 

Getting down in the wheat field with 

the stalks just inches from the 

smartphone lens gave an immersive 

feel to this image. Smartphone optics 

are good for this kind of thing! 

 

 

Composition is king in photography, 

no matter your camera. 

So study compositional techniques 

such as the rule of thirds. Use the 

thirds grid on your smartphone to as-

sist you. Do “border patrol” of your 

shot, looking for distracting elements 

around the edges of the frame. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

Consider whether you should use portrait (vertical) or landscape (horizontal) mode for the 

shot. Just because you typically hold your phone vertically doesn’t mean you should al-

ways take photos that way. In fact, most landscape images benefit from a landscape mode 

composition. (Guess that’s why they call it that, huh?) 

Composition is still king in smartphone landscape photography. Note how the horizon is on 

the top third line and the barn (previous page) sits at the power-point intersection of the 

right third line: the rule of thirds at work. 

Of course, sometimes portrait mode is better suited for a shot. Thanks to their small sen-

sors and wide lenses, smartphones feature excellent depth of field, which can make for 

beautiful near/far images (with everything sharp from foreground to horizon). 

To emphasize the height of the cliffs and the stretch of 

the coastline, I decided that portrait mode was the prop-

er orientation for this shot. 

Note that creating such an expansive depth of 

field would require an ultra-narrow aperture – or even 

a focus stack – on a DSLR. But on a smartphone camera, 

it requires nothing extra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a 1.78mm lens, even an f-stop of f/1.9 gives a huge 

depth of field, spanning from inches away from the lens to 

infinity. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

3. Seek the light 

Since we have our smartphones with us most of the time, we can make photos whenever 

we like. But images in midday sun usually won’t look great no matter what camera you 

use. Nice light is always going to make for a better photo. 

So if you can, do your smartphone landscape photography in the early morning or late 

evening – the “magic hours” – you’ll almost always end up with more dramatic images. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This location at a local park is nothing special during the day. With a night sunset, however, 

it makes for great silhouettes. Seek the light! 

Modern smartphone cameras have also become much better at low-light shooting, so 

don’t overlook the possibility of night photos. 

4. Take control of your settings 

Beginning photographers, even with higher-end cameras, often stick to the simplicity of 

automatic modes and let the camera determine the focus, aperture, shutter speed, ISO, 

and white balance. 

Yet while early smartphone cameras offered no option for manual control, many modern 

smartphone cameras now offer full manual control over settings. You can also find apps 

that expand your camera control, such as A Better Camera for Android-based phones 

or Camera+ 2 for iPhones. 

By taking control of your camera settings, you can create better landscape photos – so 

make sure to explore these options, even if you currently feel more comfortable with your 

smartphone’s Auto mode. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

5. Use all available lenses 

My smartphone has two 

cameras, one with a wider 

angle of view than the other. 

Some newer smartphones 

now have four cameras on 

the back, a response to the 

lack of interchangeable 

lenses. 

It used to be that a distinct 

advantage of standard cam-

eras over smartphone cameras was lens interchangeability. A smartphone had one lens 

with a fixed focal length, no optical zoom, and a set aperture. 

But look at the back of a modern smartphone, and you’ll see multiple cameras. An iPhone 

12 Pro Max features three cameras, while a Samsung Galaxy S21 Ultra sports four. There’s 

also the selfie-cam on the front, but that’s not one you’re likely to use for landscape pho-

tography. 

Go wide and go vertical, a great way to emphasize these tow-

ering redwoods. 

If you have additional lenses, take advantage of them! On the 

other hand, don’t use digital zoom. Sure, it might seem easy 

to “zoom” into a composition with a simple touch of the 

screen, but you’re actually just cropping the image and losing 

resolution in the process. 

I’d also discourage clip-on lenses for smartphones. These are 

always fiddly to work with and almost never produce quality 

images. Save your money. If you need a more versatile lens 

than your smartphone but still want something pocketable, 

check out some of the great point-and-shoot cameras that 

have superzooms and good specs. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

6. Three legs are better than none 

As a mostly landscape photographer, I shoot from a tripod about 85% of the time. Howev-

er, I often see other landscape photographers happily working away with no tripod in 

sight. 

Yes, lens and IBIS (in-body image stabilization) has brought us a long way, and if the light 

permits, a fast shutter speed might negate the advantage of a tripod. Still, I firmly believe 

that using a tripod will improve your landscape photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You need three legs to make this shot. A four-second exposure requires the steadiness of a 

tripod and manual control of your smartphone camera. 

But being a tripod-evangelist isn’t an easy assignment. People don’t want to be bothered. 

Now try convincing smartphone photographers they should use a tripod! 

Yet I’ve got to say it: A tripod does have a place in smartphone landscape photography. 

When the light is low and your shutter speed gets longer, being able to keep the camera 

still is the difference between a fuzzy shot and a tack-sharp shot. Add the ability to take re-

ally long exposures (yes, many smartphone cameras can now do this), and a tripod can 

sometimes make a lot of sense. 

There is one good thing, however: you don’t need a big tripod for your tiny cellphone. 

Pocketable tripods can do the trick; couple one with a Bluetooth remote trigger, and you 

can do multi-second exposures with your smartphone. Joby, the company that invented 

the GorillaPod, is a good place to look. 

By the way, if you’re going to be using your standard tripod with your smartphone, 

a smartphone adapter is a good addition to your bag. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

7. You’re not done until you’ve edited 

Some photographers believe you should get your image right in-camera so you don’t have 

to edit. They don’t like to edit their images, ever. 

I disagree. 

Whether taken with a regular camera or a smartphone, almost any shot can be made 

better with some editing. You will often want to crop, adjust exposure, and perhaps go 

even further. Fortunately, there are excellent editing apps for smartphones, and they’re 

often free. 

My absolute favorite is Snapseed. It’s available for both Android and iPhone and is com-

pletely free. It’s very easy to learn, has a nice array of tools, and it is rare that any 

smartphone image I consider a keeper does not get the Snapseed treatment. 

There are many other great smartphone editing apps, though. Adobe Lightroom has a mo-

bile version that is very good. Some may argue that the whole idea of smartphone photog-

raphy is “quick and easy photography” and therefore balk at editing. I get it, but I still think 

that almost any image can be improved with some fine-tuning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’re not done until you edit! The top shot is straight out of the smartphone camera. The 

bottom version is edited with Snapseed. You can almost always improve a photo with a 

little editing. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

8. Got a backup? Make one! 

With standard cameras, we typically have image files stored on a card in the camera. Re-

move that card, copy the files to the computer, and make a backup – that’s the standard 

workflow. 

Shooting with a smartphone, however, the images are stored in internal memory and 

sometimes on a micro SD card in the phone. You can connect your phone to your comput-

er or plug in the micro SD card, but who does that? Most people just let the images stay on 

their phone. Which is fine, until your phone crashes, the storage is corrupted, or you break 

or lose your phone. 

Now, what if your images were backed up to the cloud – as soon as you shot them? Not 

only would you have a backup, you’d have the images in a place where they could be easi-

ly shared to social media, emailed, whatever you prefer. There are many apps that will do 

this, but as an Android user, I look no further than Google Photos. iPhone users can also 

use Google Photos, but might instead opt for iCloud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t like carrying my regular camera on a dirt bike ride, but my smartphone camera? 

Yup, it’s the one that’s always with me. As long as I’m in range of a cell tower, my photos 

are immediately backed up as soon as I shoot them. 

Whatever option you choose, the idea is to have an app that immediately and automatical-

ly syncs your smartphone images to the cloud for safe backup. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

9. Use GPS data to track your photo locations 

Almost all smartphones will embed the GPS coordinates of a photo in the EXIF data. Bring 
up a photo, and in many apps, you will be able to see exactly when and where that photo 
was made. Some apps will also present pins on a map showing where a collection of pho-
tos was shot. If you decide you want to go back to that spot, it’s easy to find it again. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

They call this beautiful spot on the Oregon coast “Secret Beach,” but even though it’s not 
signed, enough people have posted GPS-tagged images of it online that it’s not much of a 
secret anymore. 

There is a downside to photos being tagged with GPS data. If you post a GPS-tagged image 
on social media, viewers can determine exactly where the photo was taken. This has 
caused an ethical dilemma for landscape photographers. Places that used to be known on-
ly to a few are now known widely. Photographers seeing a great photo online often think, 
“I want to go to that spot, too!” The problem is that beautiful places are being overrun, 
trampled down, littered, and even vandalized by unscrupulous people. Some places are 
now closed off because they were “loved to death” by the crowds who discovered them 
online. 

So as an ethical landscape photographer, you may wish to consider stripping off the GPS 
data from your images before posting. It may not be necessary for the most well-known 
spots, as people already know where those are. But if you find a really great waterfall way 
up a mountain trail, consider keeping it a secret. Not only will you have an exclusive shot, 
but you’ll prevent hordes of people from descending upon it. 

Take a look at a GPS-tagged photo with Google Maps or Lightroom, and you can see right 
where the photo was taken. The Portland Head lighthouse isn’t much of a secret, but think 
twice before posting GPS-tagged photos. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

10. Previsualize with your smartphone camera 

When out on a landscape photo outing, I almost always have my smartphone in my pocket 

and my main camera and equipment in a backpack. Often, I will use the smartphone as a 

tool to previsualize and help compose a shot. I’ll make some photos, consider my vantage 

point, and then determine if I even want to set up my tripod and bring out my other gear. 

This has several advantages. 

 

These bristlecone pines in the White 

Mountains of California are the oldest 

living things on earth (over 5,000 years 

old!). I wasn’t going to forget my DSLR 

when I went to shoot them, but I first 

did these previsualization shots with my 

smartphone. 

 

If the shot doesn’t have merit, I will move on, not even going to the trouble of bringing out 

my DSLR. On the other hand, if it is a good shot, I will have captured GPS data, plus I’ll 

have a smartphone image that will be uploaded to the cloud. 

 

And here’s the kicker: Occasionally, my smartphone shot 

will be better than what I later shoot with my DSLR. There 

have been times when, with changing light, the first cap-

ture is best. Sometimes the smartphone camera will pro-

cess the image as a JPEG and achieve better results than I 

get when editing the RAW file from my main camera. 

There have also been times when I didn’t bother to shoot 

a DSLR photo – the smartphone shot was all I took – and 

was later happy I did because it turned out great. 

 



 

Alamance Photography Club Page 27 of 30 April 2022 

Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

We left the cameras in the car and hiked down to the shore of Mono Lake to check out the 

tufa formations. Good thing I had my smartphone camera, as this rain squall passed over 

the island in the distance. By the time I got back with my DSLR, the shot was gone.  

 

 

 

 

Here’s a shot using the sweep panorama feature within my smartphone that automatically 

stitches the images together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Want a really big pano with your smartphone? Shoot a series of vertical shots (maybe 20 

or so) and let a smartphone app like Bimostitch assemble them. The finished image of this 

180-degree panorama is 6227×2753 pixels. 
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Tips for Beautiful Smartphone Landscape Photography . . . Continued 

11. Try shooting in RAW 

I originally planed on 10 tips in this article, but I’m going to throw in this 11th item, just for 

free! Really, it’s not so much a tip as something for you to explore. 

Many newer smartphone cameras can now shoot in RAW format. My current LG V30 does 

this, and I have successfully brought its DNGs into Lightroom for editing. 

That said, I often find that the additional work this requires (plus the huge file sizes and 

the drawback of not having an easily up loadable JPEG) makes  RAW smartphone 

shooting too much of a hassle. AIso, I’m usually hard-pressed to edit a RAW file into a 

better image than a JPEG. 

Many smartphones excel at macro shots. I could have 

shot this in a RAW format, but I doubt I could’ve pro-

cessed it any better than this JPEG. If the smartphone 

can do a better job, why go to the extra work of 

shooting RAW? (Note: I did edit the JPEG with 

Snapseed.) 

If your smartphone can shoot in RAW, give it a test and see what you think. I typically ad-

vocate shooting in RAW, but if the end result isn’t any better, why do it? 

Smartphone landscape photography tips: conclusion 

I’d never tell you to sell your dedicated camera and shoot only with a smartphone. As a 

dedicated photography tool, your DSLR or mirrorless camera should generally be capable 

of making superior images, especially if you’ll be printing large. But smartphone cameras 

get better with every generation, and it’s become impossible to dismiss them as not “real 

cameras.” As has been the case since the early days of film, it is the photographer, not the 

camera that makes a great photograph. 

Of course, practice makes perfect. If using the camera you have with you causes you to 

take more photos and get the shot you otherwise would have missed, then by all means, 

start doing more smartphone landscape photography! 
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Adding Dew Drops to Enhance 

Macro Photography 

By Dan Eitreim 

Here is a secret weapon to add to your photography arsenal. It’s another simple tip that 

can take your nature photos to a whole new level! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo captured by Demi Kwant 

Flower photography is what got a lot of us interested in photography in the first place. 

Even if flower photography wasn’t part of you getting bitten by the photo bug, and you 

have no interest in them at all, they’re a very good subject to practice on and learn to mas-

ter your photo equipment. 

Have you noticed that with most stunning flower photos, they are covered with dew 

drops? 

The same with assembling macro scenes in studio. In fact, in this case, dew drops are an 

essential element of the shot. They shimmer, sparkle, and reflect, and they really make 

your photo come to life! In fact, without dew drops, many macro subjects are fairly boring.  

Here is a secret… the dew drops are rarely—if ever—real. 

The photographer’s secret weapon that should always be in your camera bag is a small 

spray bottle of water. 

This way, no matter what time of day you’re shooting and no matter if there is dew or not, 

just give the flower a few spritzes and voila! You have a dew covered flower. 
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Adding Dew Drops to Enhance Macro Photography . . . Continued 

 

 

 

Photo by Roger Smith; f/8.0, 1/60-second exposure 

 

 

 

That’s how the pros do it, they are not searching out flowers and spider webs with natural 

dew drops! 

Here is another tip. Sometimes with a spray bottle, we don’t get “dew drops” that are big 

enough to read well in the photo. Do you want the dew drops to be a bit bigger?  

Try adding some glycerin to the water when assembling studio shots. It will help the water 

molecules bond together and make bigger “dew drops”. By the way, if you get thirsty, don’t 

drink the water and glycerin mix. Hydrate in some other way. 

Adding glycerin and making the drops larger is almost essential if you want to get one of 

those close-up shots of a single dew drop reflecting the flowers behind it. These types of 

photos have better than average chance of doing well in photo contests. 

 

 

Photo by Reuben Degiorgio; ISO 400, f/32.0, 3-
second exposure 

 
 

 

Make today the day you commit to being the kind of photographer you dreamed of being 

when you first got into photography. You can do it—it’s not that hard. Add a glycerin-water 

bottle to your camera bag so it’s always available, and use flowers and things around the 

house as practice subjects. Who knows, that next photo contest winner could be you!  

Rm 


